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BOOK REVIEWS
BLOOD GROUPS. K. L. G. Goldsmith, Scientific Editor. British Medical Bul-
letin, vol. 15, no. 2. London, Medical Department, The British Council,
1959. 174 pp. $3.25.
A glance at the table of contents of the British Medical Bulletin on Blood
Groups reveals the complexity of the subject. It is a credit to the editor
that he assembled a group of authors who not only know what to say but
how to say it.
This volume, short and to the point, provides a review of the newer
developments in immunohematology which is suitable for students and
practicing physicians alike. It consists of 15 chapters, each written by a
research worker in the field. The topics covered range from The Bio-
chemistry of Human Blood Group Substances to Management of Hemo-
lytic Disease of the Newborn. Each chapter is followed by a well chosen
list of pertinent references.
The chapter on Relative Importance of Blood Group Antibodies, in
particular, provides a concise evaluation of those antibodies which are im-
portant and the reasons for their importance. It should be required read-
ing for all people who use blood transfusion in practice. It is also highly
recommended for those who desire an accurate and readable review of
modern blood grouping.
JOSEPH R. BOVE
THE NEW PSYCHIATRY. By Nathan Masor. New York, Philosophical
Library, 1959. 155 pp. $3.75.
In this slim volume, Dr. Masor presents a virulent attack on psychoanalytic
schools of thought and presents his own ideas on the biochemical etiology
of mental disease, unsupported, however, by any objective experimental
work on his part. The tone of the book is one of sarcasm.
The author, using subjective opinions only, espouses the idea that all
psychoanalytic thought, especially that of Freud, is completely erroneous,
and that all mental illness can be explained on the basis of altered bio-
chemistry. However, he does not specify in which ways current research
supports his ideas, i.e., he states that it has been found that neuraminic
acid levels are lower in the spinal fluid of children and schizophrenics than
in that of normal adults and then closes his discussion of the topic with
the statement that chemical immaturity may correlate with psychological
immaturity. Equally unfounded is his critique of accepted psychoanalytic
theory; he denies the role of the unconscious in mental disease, substitut-
ing what he terms a more "rational" approach, unfortunately unsupported
by documentary evidence. This consists of the idea that emotions per se
are important in the functioning of the unconscious, whereas actual con-
tent and its relation to the ego (the existence of which he denies) is un-
important.
The book contains much information and is full of statements such as:
"Psychoanalysis, in its theoretical consideration, is opposed to good com-
mon sense," and "It is my belief that dreams have no meaning precisely for
the enumerated reasons that Freud offered why they do have meaning."
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The author misstates and oversimplifies much of Freudian theories, and
in stating his own ideas does so with assurance but no documentary evi-
dence. There are a number of factual errors in the book, such as the notion
that folic acid cures pernicious anemia. The grammar and style are awk-
ward in many places, and it is written in a nonmedical style.
To summarize, this short work represents the attempt of a general prac-
titioner to substitute his own ideas concerning mental illness for those of
established psychoanalytic and psychiatric thought. It is not very suc-
cessful.
D. W. B.
A HISTORY OF BIOLOGY TO ABOUT THE YEAR 1900. 3d and rev. ed. By
Charles Singer, London and New York, Abelard-Schuman, [1959]. xxxvi,
580 pp. $6.00.
The title of this standard work precisely describes its contents. The book
is an internal history of biology from the time of Hippocrates through
the 19th century; Dr. Singer does not describe the relationships between
biological discovery and social milieu in which the discoverers worked. For
instance, the reader will not find here a discussion of the influence of 19th
century liberalism on Darwin's ideas.
Although this printing is described as the "Third and Revised Edition."
an owner of the revised edition of 1950 will not have to purchase this
volume. The new edition has an additional numbered page of introductory
matter because of the "Preface to the Third Edition," but it has the same
number of text pages according to the Table of Contents which, however,
gives the wrong page for the Index-there are two more text pages includ-
ing a new Epilogue. Many pages at the beginning of chapters are exactly
like those of the 1950 imprint.
Some idea of the extent of revision can be gained from the first change.
In 1950 the last sentence of the first paragraph of chapter one read, "They
[the Greeks] came from the north and settled in their new home toward
the end of the second millennium before Christ." In 1959 this sentence is,
"They had settled there about the beginning of the second millennium
before Christ." The revision is more accurate; they came from the East.
Here and there a chapter gains a page of text so that the last now begins
on page 548 while it started on 540 in 1950. But to limit the page increase
to two and to make room for a four-page Epilogue the last two chapter
sections on the gene have been eliminated thereby strengthening the dike
at 1900 if doing nothing else.
In other words, this edition is no real revision, but it is the best history
of biology available.
FREDERICK G. KILGOUR
THE CYTOPATHOLOGY OF VIRUS INFECTION. By Robert Love and others
Annals of the New York Academy of Sciences, vol. 81, art. 1, pp. 1-24.
New York, 1959. $4.50.
In old-fashioned virology, interest often centered on various types of in-
clusion bodies and great diagnostic significance was attached to them.
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